Please find enclosed mp3 of my entry for this year’s competition, entitled “Fledgling Frustrations”
 
The piece developed out of a repeated simple up and down motif (D-E-D, A-B-A etc) in the music which reminded me of a bird hopping up and down on a branch.  This turned into an image of a very frustrated fluffy fledgling desperately jumping up and down, flapping, trying to fly…and never getting there, including a section of sad rumination (echoing the introduction) before the recapitulation of the main tune (which is its renewed dogged determination)!  The piece starts with it psyching itself up to start trying to fly.  It ends with a rude noise (flutter tongued) of extreme frustration!
 
The title also reflects that this is my own fledgling start into writing something for pipe and tabor.  Very last minute inspiration – so thank you for the competition because it made me actually get on with doing it.  I’m also really quite new to all this!
 
I very much enjoy how on the tabor pipe you are able to do the same movement with your fingers but, depending on how hard you blow, you get different notes, of course – and I love the feel of this and wanted to incorporate this into the piece.  I also really like the way many Morris tunes go from 6/8 into 2/4 and back again and wanted to use that, too, here.
 
The piece was played this evening on a wooden Tim Cranmore d pipe.  I think it has a lovely playability and tone up the top end – very birdlike!
 

 
