Account of IPATF 2025 held in Peterborough 19-21 September
We began this festival as usual with the Symposium.  Our international guest, Benjamin Melia, talked us through circular breathing, using a beatbox and singing into the pipe among other techniques.  Steve Rowley spoke of the origins of the Society and the IPATF.  Andy Richards spoke of 19th century taborers who played for more than one Morris side.  The Symposium was followed by the AGM, and in the evening we enjoyed a social evening with play or pass.
Saturday morning saw a number of workshops – David Bush took us through some Northumbrian tunes and this was followed by 2 workshops, the first on taborers repertoire, the second of Ollie’s choices for playing with Peterborough Morris.
In the afternoon there was a beginners’ workshop, while many taborers travelled to Stamford for an afternoon of Morris.  The evening concert “Celebrating the Pipe and Tabor” was a mix of solos, massed taborers and Morris dancing.
On Sunday morning there were 2 workshops.  Bill and Barbara had us ‘dancing for a tournament’ followed by Benjamin Melia who taxed our brains with a 3-part piece from Aix-en-Provence.
We finished the festival by eating lunch together on a continental barge before heading for home.

